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Rwcoriq  resigns  after  report,  'controls 


ALPHARETTA,  G4  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  Robert  E  “Bob"  Reccord,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  North  American  Mbsion  board 
(NAMB),  announced  hifc  resignation  April 
17  hom  the  Southern  E^pt^  entity  he  luis 
led  sin^  its  creation  ni  ie  ^eais  am,  idler 
ager^  trustees  release  i  a|  critkiu  report 
and  imposed  "executi^  Ie>m  controls. 

Carlw  Ferrer,  NAMB's  Quef  Financial 
Officer  was  nained  by,  mis»s  to  serve  as 
interim  Chief  Operatiiv  Officer  until  an 
interim  president  can^^seccted. 

Speakmg  to  nearly  20i  NANffi  staff  mem¬ 
bers  at  NAMB's  Adanta-aremoffices,  Reooord 
said  he  made  die  dedacm,  whkh  was  effec¬ 
tive  immediately,  with  "mixi^  ennolions." 

~  "I  am  thannFul  for  ^  aoundess  num¬ 
bers  of  people  we  have  Seer  come  to  Christ 
and  the  thousands  of  jcku  fches  we  have 
seen  planted  and  nurtupedr  he  said.  "On 
the  omer  hand,  I  regret  jve  ifren  not  aUe  to 
cooqrfete  a  number  of  dnngF  we  have  start¬ 
ed  or  diifeuned  about  I that  events  of 
recent  weeks  have  creaim  dn  enviroiunent 


whidi  oudoes  it  difficulbto  fead  the  ocgwu- 
zation  and  to  stay  on  mission." 

T^  events  to  which  Reccord  referred 
icsidlEB  Ruui  a  lengths  article  two 
months  ago  in  The  jCl^stian  Index, 
newqounud  of  the  jGeoma  Baptist 
Convention.  The  article,  wlhi^  was  criti¬ 
cal  (d  the  entity's  accomplishments  and 
Reccord's  leadership,  led  to  an  investiga¬ 
tion  by  NAMB's  boanf  of  trustees  which 


also  was  critical  of 
some  of  NAMB's 
more  innovative  ini¬ 
tiatives  aiul  deci- 
^ons  under  Rec¬ 
cord's  leadership. 

Among  the  prob¬ 
lems  uncoverra  by 
The  Christian  Index 
and  verified  by  the 
trustee  investiga¬ 
tion  were  expenuve 
no-bid  contracts  to  a 
frieiKl  of  Reccord's; 
expenses  billed  to 
the  agency  for 
.  Reccord  and  his 
wife  to  attend  the 
Lcmdon  premiere  of . 

The  Chronicles  of  Reccord  Ferrer 

Narnia;  extensive  - 

absences  fiom  his  office;  and  an  auto-  "I  also  hope  I  have  demonstrated  a 
cratk  management  style.  Kingdom  heart  and  mindset,"  Reccord 

During  I&  resignation  announcement  continued.  "It  is  this  mindset  and  my 
Reccord  fold  em|)wyccs  he  has  found  it  entrepreneurial  bent  that  have  led  us  to 
incremin^  difficult  to  be  an  entrepreneur-  explore  more  effective  applications  of  tech- 
ial  leader  within  a  denominational  structure,  nology  and  media;  strate^es  for  readung  a 
"I  believe  that  honest  philosophical  wider  range  of  dentfographic  groups;  and 
and  metlKxlological  differences  have  creative  evangelism  iiutiatives.^ 
brought  us  to  mis  point  of  separate  Barry  Holronfo,  chairman  of  NAMB's 
direraons,"  Reccord  said.  He  added  he  board  of  trustees,  read  a  statement  to  the 


Junior  High  Bible  Drill  champions  chosen 


and  visionary  leadermp  s^le. 

"I  stand  here  today  with  Dr.  Reccord 
to  say  thank  you  for  nine  years  of  tireless 
service  to  the  North  American  Mission 
Board,"  Holcomb  said.  “As  an  agency, 
we've  seen  growth  in  many  areas, 
including  increases  in  our  church  planti¬ 
ng  efforts,  a  significant  increase  in  mis¬ 
sion  personnel  and  the  dramatic  increase 
and  impact  of  our  disaster  relief  work." 

Holcomb  said  Reccord  had  "sou^t  to  pro¬ 
vide  leadership  that  was  both  consistent  and 


viskma^,  and  ne  empnasizra  mat  nenner  a 
special  nxiised  financial  audit  nor  an  investi- 
gatim  by  the  trustees  themsdves  revealed 
Vvidenoe  that  Dr.  Reccord  had  done  any- 


ih'i 


believe  that  important  fiKrt  has  been 
lost  in  all  the  conversation  and  articles 
written  about  the  report.  Dr.  Reccord's 
integrity  is  stroc^  and  solid  today,  and  I 
warn  to  emphasize  it  clearly." 

Holcomb  said,  "Ctmtrary  to  some 


Winners  selected  during  Rie  sMewide  Junior  High  BMe  DriR  loumamenl  on  April  8  at  Fint  OMNch.  CKmon,  along  with  the 
managers  of  the  annual  event,  were  (from  feR):  Glen  Shows,  consukant  in  foe  Disdpleship  and  FamilY  Ministries  Department 
(DFM)  of  foe  Missteippi  BapM  Convention  Board;  Rachel  ChanceBor,  member  of  Hephzfoah  Church,  Shubuia,  third  place; 
Mwcus  Rea^,  director  of  foe  DFM  department;  Tiffany  Dempsey,  member  of  Weir  Church,  Weir,  second  place;  Don  Hides, 
□FM  corKufosit;  and  Molly  StMlions,  member  of  Oakhurst  Chuich,  Clarksdale,  first  place.  (Photo  by  WiHiam  H.  Rerkins  Jr.) 


Holcomb  said,  "Cemtrary  to  some 
opinions.  Dr.  Reccord  is  in  no  way  being 
asked  to  resign,  let  alone  forced  to  resign. 
He  is  taking  mis  st»  for  what  he  fcels  is 
best  for  Cnrist's  Kingdom....  I  believe 
that  this  is  one  of  the  strongest  evideiKes 
of  his  personal  dtaracter  and  integrity." 

Holcoihb,  %rho  is  pastor  of  Befosny  Brrotist 
Chuich  in  Andahieia,  AL,  acknovdeoged 
"there  are  times  in  the  life  of  every  sgeiKy 
when  changes  are  made,  not  on  the  basis  of 
crises,  but  fo  large  part  on  foe  basis  of  visioiv" 
Reccord  tofo  employees  he  doesn't 
•know  what  he  is  going  to  do  but  has 
alrea^  received  sevml  caUs  asking  him  to 
considar  various  ministry  opportunities. 

"We  will  follow  Gcxl's  leadership  to  do 
what  is  best  for  the  Kingdom,"  he  sidd. 


Hold  the  applause 


The  long  tenure  of  Nord\  Ammcan 
Mission  Board  President  Bob  Reccord 
came  to  an  end  with  his  resignation  on 
April  17,  Just  weeks  after  trustees  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  agency  released 
a  critical  report  and  put  him  on  notice  that  he 
would  be  subject  to  a  set  of  "executive  level 
controls"  if  he  remained  on  the  job. 

By  all  accounts,  that  step  was  taken 
reluctantly  taken  by  trustees  after  a  shock* 
ing  analysis  of  NAMB's  mana^ 

■  ment  in  The  Christian  Index,  me 
news  journal  of  the  Georgia 
Baptist  Convention,  and  the 


Editor's 

Notebook 


equally  troubling  report  commis-  his  relationships  with  state  executive  and  Baptist  Press  article,  "He  (Recc 
sioneo  by  trustees  that  confirmed  conventions,  and  as  a  result,  has  given  the  a  visitmary  leader  and  gifted  < 
most  of  me  Index's  reportage.  appearance  of  a  'top  down'  leadership  tor,  and  I'm  convinced  he  will 
To  their  credit,  NAMB  style  that  has  hinderM  some  relationshijM  nificant  and  fulfilling  minis 
trustees  fully  released  their  19-  and  some  strategies  like  'What  Now?'"  Lord's  service  for  numy  years  I 
page  report  and  made  it  avail-  •  NAMB  employees  harbor  a  "fear  of  "Bob  has  been  faithful  to 
Me  on  W  agency's  web  site  at  reprisals  for  asking  tough  questions  or  Lord's  leadership  throu^  his 
http://www.namb.net/atf/cf/  appearing  to  challenge  the  authority  doubt,  will  ctmtinue  to  do  so." 
ICDA250E8-8866-4236-9A0C-.  structure.^  "While  others  might  have 

C646DE153446I /Trustee.  Pertuips  Reccord  is  not  a  bad  person,  own  personal  well-being  ahe 
Response4.to_the_Christian_  and  pernaps  those  and  the  many  oti>er  was  bSest  for  NAMB,  Dr.  Reca 
Index.i^f.  Among  the  findings  shortcomings  listed  in  \he  trustee  report  iust  the  opposite,"  said  Alabam 
of  the  report:  were  all  mistakes  of  the  head  and  not  tiwi  NAMB  trustee  Qiairman  Ba^ 

•  Over  $2.9  million  in  no-bid  heart.  Still,  all  are  egr^ous  aiul  even  fatal  a  separate  Baptist  Press  articM 
contracts  were  issued  to  compa-  mistakes  for  the  leader  of  a  major  Southern  that  this  is  oiw  of  the  sttongest 
nies  owned  by  Steve  Sanford,  a  Baptist  agency  who  is  responsible  for  the  his  mrsonal  character  and  mte| 
friend  of  Reccord's  and  a  mem-  use  of  Cooperative  Program  funds  given  so  Please.  Bob  Reccord  may  be 
1  church  formerly  pastured  by  sacrifidally  by  die  people  in  die  pews.”  and  rood  friend  to  aU,  but  he 
Sanford's  contracts  included  one  Reccord  was  right  to  resign,  but  even  NAN®  presidency  in  di^^ 
.  an  "audit"  was  conducted  that  in  the  embarrassment  of  the  trustee  report  leave  it  at  that  The  peof^  in  die 
‘nded  downsizing  media  opera-  he  was  not  able  to  take  respcmsibili^  for  fooled.  They  know  exactly  what 
he  agency.  After  NAMB  employ-  his  shortcomings.  Excerpts  from  this  let-.  If  die  moral  and  finandd 
let  go,  much  of  their  work  was  ter  of  resignation  include  such  statements  diese  agencies  collapses  while 
1^  over  to  Sanford's  companies,  as,  "I  regret  that  events  of  recent  weeks  continue  to  pat  diemselves  a« 
MB  pud  travel  expenses  in  die  have  created  an  environment  which  on  the  back  over  scandals  till 
if$3,^.64  for  Recccffd  and  his  wife  makes  it  difficult  to  lead  the  organization  have  no  (Xie  to  blame  but  dien 
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Get  ready  for 
marriage  vote 

By  Penna  Dexter 
Dallas,- Texas  - 

^  V.  •* 


EDITOR  EMERITUS 
Don  McGregor 


event,  complete  wtdi  petting 
zoos,  staff  members  dressed  as 
bunnies,  and  14,200  Easter  eg^, 
is  sometimes  marked  by  a  brnf 
visit  frcmi  the  president  imd  a 
story  read  by  the  first  lady. 

Ine  Post  described  a  new 
dimension  to  the  event  this 
year,  a  political  i^pect  to  die 

i28-year-old  Washington  ritual.  Americans  support  tradition-  imposed  on  the  entire  nation.  be  lesal  in  their  home  states. 
Back  in  January,  die  White  al  marriage.  The  conflict  arises  In  N4arch,  the  Senate  WashJngton  has  no  sudi  law.  If 
House  began  fielding'quesdons  because  homosexual  advocates  Republican  Policy  Committee  marriage  bectmies  legal  in  diat 
about  a  planned  mobitizatfon  have  managed  to  equate  the  puolished  a  paper;  entitled.  Why  state,  it  will  become  a  marriage 
of  families  headed  by  same-sex  quest  for  "gay  marria^"  with  a  a  Marriage  Amendment  is  mecca  for  homosexuals.  They^ 
couples  aimed  at  staging  a  sig-  snuggle  for  Quality  in  the  eyes  Necessary,  to  help  senators  return  home  and  initiate  court 
nificant  homosexual  presence  of  tM  law.  Lacking  the  will  to  understand  the  threat  to  mar-  proceedings  demaiiding  recog- 
at  die  White  House  celebration,  make  a  moral  judgment  reg^-  riage  and  to  remove  the  barners  nition  of  their  marriages. 

One  organizer.  New  York  ing  die  bdiavior  diat  dmnes  to  a  yes  vote  on  the  marriage  pro-  •  Let  emdi  state,  even  each 
University  Profe^r  Colleen  homosexuab,  the  Democratic  tection  amendment  The  p4>er,  ckindt,  define  matria^. 
Gille^ie,  said  she,  her  partner.  Party  has  become  the  home  for  available  at  htq>://rpcaenate.  The  problems  with  thb 

and  their  daughter,  Ella,  partic-  their  agenda.  '  gov,  answers  some  common  approach  would,  and  probably 

ipated  to  disjpel  criticism  of  The  votes  in  both  houses  of  questions  and  aiguments:  fill  another  column.  The 

homosexual  parenthood  and  to  j  Congress  this  year  will  be  •  YHll  n  vote  for  tke  mar-  short  answer  is:  That  idea  Would 
provide  "a  vbual  picture  of  striedy  political,  an  effort  to  riage  amendment  kelp  me  result  in  lejgal  chaos  and  the  even- 
what  duit  family  looks  like."  energy  the  bases  of  bodi  par-  pontically?  tual  destruction  of  marriage. 

U.S.  senators  undoubtedly  ties  in  anticipation  of  the  In  most  states  the  answer  b  Anodier  question,  of  course 
will  be  reminded  of  these  fes-  November  eleoionsi  Yet  mar-  ye^  Eyen  thoug^  polb  show  is:  Do  you  have  your  senators' 
tivities  when  they  consider,  riage bapolitical  winner.-  support  for  a  federal  N4aiTiage  and  representatives'  email 
for  the  second  time,  an  amend-  m  2002  and  2004  Dengocrab  Protection  Amendment  hov^  addresses  and  phone  numbers? 

ment  to  the  U.S.  CcMtetituticxi  learned  die  hard  Way  dtat  the  ing  at  around  50%,  actual  sup-  _ 

affirming  the  definition  of  pro-life  position  b  a  winning  pi^  probably  b  higher.  State 

marriage  as  die  union  between  one.  Dom  the  lesson  apply  to  marrian  amendmente  have  Dexter  is  a  trustee  of  the 

one  man  and  one  woman.  marriage  in  2006?  It  just  might,  been  wudW  succesrfuL  The  19  Southern  Baptist  Ethics  & 

Senate  Minorite  Leader  Bill  Citizens  across  die  nation  under-  states  that  nave  considered  ihar^  Religious  IMferty  Commission  and 

Frbthasproinkwci  a  floor  debate  stand  —  erften  better  than  dieir  riage  amendmenb  have  paned  an  announcer  on  the  new  syndi- 

on  the  measure  in  eaiiy  June,  political  leaders  —  that  without  thmby  anavera«  voteof71%.  cated  radio  program,  on  the 

The  House  probably  will  vote  on  constitutional  protectioa  same-  •  Iw  don't  need  to  amend  Oie  Line.  Her  commentary  appears 

the  amendment  in  late  July.  sm  maniage  eventually  will  be  constitution  because  same-sex  courtesfsf  Baptist  Press. 


■■Stia  RMOfri  Advisory  Committee: 
Mack  Amis,  McComb 
lames  Beasley,  Crystal  Sprirtgs 
Al  Green  |r..  Bay  St.  Louis 
Rick  Hertson,  Brandon 
Beverly  Pyron,  Natchez 
Billy  IStalkins,  Madison 
Daita  Richardson,  secretary 
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were  sent  to  SBC  churches. 

PC^A  is  leffslly  separate  from 
Focus  on  me  ranulyr  the  pro- 
life  radio  program  and  min- 
ist^  Dobson  started  in  1977. 

The  proposed  amendment 
says,  "Marriage  in  ttie  United 
States  shall  consist  only  of  the 
union  of  a  man  and  a  woman. 

Neither  tftis  Constitutkm,  nor 
the  constitution  of  any  ^te, 
shall  be  construed  to  remiire 
that  marriage  or  the  legal  md- 
dents  ttwnKtf  be  conferred 
upon  aiw  union  other  than  tibe 
uiuonofamanandawogum." 

In  2004,  the  Senate  failed 
lemtimize  such  unions  before  Ihe  end  of  to  provide  an.  up-or^own 
according  to  a  recent  analysis  by  vote  to  a  similar  amendment. 
the  Senate  Republican  Policy  Committee.  Supporters  gained  only  48  of 
In  their  letter,  ERLC  President  Richard  the  60  votes  needed  to  halt 
Land  and  FOFA  chairman  James  E)obson  debate  and  allow  a  vote  —  a 
told  Southern  Baptist  pastors  their  assis-  procedure  called  mvokins 
tance  is  needed  to  protect  die  family,  cloture.  Fif^  senators  voted 
Land  and  Dobson,  two  of  the  leaders  m  against  cloture,  thereby  ■« 

the  campaign  to  enact  a  marriage  blocking  a  vote.  It  appears 

amendment,  urged  them  to  "involve  supports  of  the  amend-  teacher  ml 

your  congregation...  in  the  battle  to  pre-  ment  will  have  at  least  a  few  mg  to  »w 

serve  the  bibUcal  deBnition  of  mamage  more  votes  diis  year.  ^ 

in  the  face"  of  attacks  from  "radical  lib-  The  House  of  Represents-  to  Pjck  ar 
eral  j^ups^and  homosexual  activists."  tives  achieved  a  majority  on  a  depicted  tv 

Many  senators  have  not  announced  their  similar  amendment  in  2004,  - 

positions  on  the  amendment.  Land  and  but  die  227-186  vote  fell  far  short  of  the 
Dobson  said.  "Your  involvement  will  heto  required  two-thirds  majority,  or  290  votes, 
ensure  that  each  senator  receives  tangible  neraed  few  passage, 
evkience"  of  his  constituents'  stqipon  for  Ratification  of  an  amendment  to  the  fed- 
protKiing  marriage,  diey  wrote  die  pastors,  eral  constitution  requires  not  onlypassage 
Their  goal  is  to  surpass  a  million  post-  by  two-thirds  oi  bodi  houses  of  Congress 
cards  sent  to  senators’^  state  offices.  Land  but  approval  by  three-fourths  of  the  states, 
and  Dobson  said.  The  mailing,  whi^  was  As  u  to  drive  home  the  need  for  a  consti- 
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Attorney:  Support  “is  OK 

PHOENIX  (BF) ChuntecM  siqm^ 


Colorado— am  flBllMrilvaigpMbam 
to  dMt  list  GanrifculA,  ssniirdoiasl 
group  AlheiaDsfcnselWLssid^l^ 
lie  annendiiienis  inm  die 
don  diiymwilliout  ftar  oc 
Service  (IB&  "fei  Mqpect  to  ]||dr  Mi 
ocempdon,  diqr  hasro  a  lot  olHBly  iHd 
^  inMatlv«,"ilEC^  toki  BvM 
do  d  an  insUbslaBdat  amounft^fieir  to 
mndifreetodowhairrer  tfaerutantia 

*  ***  SSTM  — Bi 


Four  couples  with  Mississippi  connections  are  rixmhissioned  as 
Southern  Baptist  missionaries  in  Cape  Girardeau,  Missouri,  including 
John  and  Amy  McKelvey,  Steve  and  Ruth  Robertoon,  Krily  and  Jamie 
Zbinden,  and  Robert  and  Jamie  Luper. 


dfteoooo 


-  wMch  woidd  aanount  to  ksB  tisn  Bve  perooit  of  die  Mfst  ■- 
"you're  home  6m  and  dear  as  fw  aa  toe  IRS  is  oonosinsd, 
McCalebstod.WliikII6law.iscMtoallowln|rra)portfariiise> 
riitoeainendrnmia  slate  elecdon  laws  norsslnnayase  not  "TIRie 
bodm  line  is  dtot  this  is  dearly  a  oonsdtudonal  ikht*  he  s^  of 
nmportirw  a  mMiii«  amendment  "1^  woulci  very  rcadity 
Mdtomddeferidachurdidtotalkntfedpelidanstobsdrculat- 
edon  Hs  premaet  because  >#e  drink  that  the  liwsdtot  rtgulate  are 
aloiost  undoubtedly  uncan^tutkxiaL"  The  AWanoe  Defense 
Fund  esn  be  leadiea  at  l-SOO-TELL-AW. 


•  Association's  multi-chuich  youth  choir  sweUs  bom  36  to  80  young 

people  as  pieparationa  begin  for  a  summer  tour  of  the  murical  Forever  by 
David  Qydesdale.  Five  performances  in  three  states  are  planned. 


The  Baptist  Student  Union  at  Mississippi  Southern  College  in 
Hattiesburg  makes  the  "First  Magnitude"  homr  roll  for  the  eighth  con¬ 
secutive  year,  baaed  on  "first  honor  work"  by  Baptist  students. 
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HOMOSEXUAL  AGENDA - A  sacond-grade 

teacher  in  Massachusetts  is  being  criticized  after  read¬ 
ing  to  her  class  a  children's  book  entitled,  King  and 
King.  In  the  book,  a  prince  searches  for  a  wife  —  only 
to  pick  another  prince.  In  a  mm  dom  the  book 
depicted  here,  the  two  are  "married.*  (BP  Image)  | 

A  spare  tire  for  a  car  is  a 

absolutely  invaluable.  When  the  j 

car  was  invented  and  people 
started  driving  around  dirt  I 

paths,  1  wonder  how  long 'it 
took  them  to  figure  out  that 
had  better  have  an  extra  tire 
when  operating  this  madiine  or 
they  would  be  m  serious  trouble 
all  of  the  time.  As  a  general  rule, 
there  is  no  other  pan  of  the  car's  Recently  a 

operation  for  whidt  we  carry  a  traded  cars.  H 
back-up  system  except  a  tire.  All  smaller  versior 
you  have  to  do  is  have  one  flat  aiul  his  wife 
tire  on  some  lonely,  remote,  des-  make  a  trip  aa 
olate  stretch  of  road  aikl  you  he  was  gettu^ 
will  fall  in  love  with  your  ^are  ready  to  go.  F 
gire.  Now,  a  spare  tire  may  be  made  sure  ev( 

^t  a  circle  of  rubber  attached  to 
\  wheel,  but  it  is  far  more  than 
that  It  is  a  wonderful  expres¬ 
sion  of  help  and  even  grare  in 
time  of  need. 

You  see,  a  spare  tire  does  fc^ 
you  what  you  caimot  do  Rnt 
yourself.  can  neither  lift 
your  car  nor  carry  it  on  down 
the  road  once  you  have  had  a 
blowout  You  nim  a  spare  tire. 

The  wonderful  thi^  is  that 
God  has  provided  for  us  to  have 
^are  tires  in  oar  ^iritual  life, 
fat  fact,  we  have  nunrerous 
roare  tires  when  life  goes  flat 
Sometimes  tttere  is  the  tire 
of  prayer.  At  times  it  is  dte 
spare  tire  of  inspiration  and 
encouragement  Sometimes  it  is 
the  spare  tire  of  a  caring  Mlow- 

ship  that  lifts  us  up  and  helps  immediately  but  continued  to 
us  along  the  roaa.  God  wiU  wonder  whm  it  could  be. 

never  leave  us  ot  forsake  us.  He  After  some  time  had  passed,  even  see  fliem.  Hundreds  of  - 

does  not  leave  us  alone  in  silent  he  brou^t  it  up  again  to  his  times  through  the  years  I  have  The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
illation  as  we  have  break-  wife  and  she  responded,  "Well,  discovered  a  need  in  some-  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
downs  aiKl  blowouts  in  life.  I  know  where  die  spare  tire  is."  one's  life  and  in  talking  to  him  0530.  E-nuiil:  jfutral@ntbcb.org. 


Jim  Fmtrmt,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


He  said,  "You  do!  Well,  where  is 
It?"  That  is  when  she  instrxicted 
him  felook  on  the  back  door  of 
ttieir  SUV,  arul  there  it  hung  big¬ 
ger  than  die  Empire  Stare 


Christ 


noilding  —  four  tires  on  the  a  spare  h 
road  aiKl  one  big  tire  lumgitig  it  althouj 
on  the  badedoor.  He  was  so  plain  sig 
embarrassed  and  at  fbe  same  meamaz 
Ke.  would  be  prepared  in  case  time  so  flumkful  that  he  had  not  I  wool 

anytlung  happened  out  on  the  called  the  dealership  and  asked  gestions. 
road,  he  started  locAdng  for  the  fhem  where  the  spare  tire  was  Imow  wl 
spare  tire.  Today  scxne  cars  on  his  vducle.  Later  he  duni^t  n^  it, 
have  that  litfle  dou^mut  spare  about  what  drey  had  been  frierKl  foi 
that  is  not  ouKle  for  long  road  through  arul  just  wemder^  before  d 
travel,  others  come  «vith  a  full  what  ore  fdks  at  the  dealership  IWo,!*^ 
size  tire,  and  others  may  come  would  have  said  if  he  had  spare  tire 
with  no  tire  at  alL  He  kxrfced  called.  Is  dus  a  joke?  This  is  not  someone 
uiuler  the  carpet  coveritre  in  the  a  real  phone  caU,  is  it?  That  is  accessibk 
back  of  dre  vriude,  atuTit  was  ifduit  he  surmised  they  would  for  the 
not  there.  He  looked  under  the  think.  The  problem  was  duit  Mississip 
vehide,  aiul  it  was  not  drere.  He  thou^  the  tire  was  full  size  and  Southern 
began  to  wonder  if  this  pardcu-  was  ri^t  there  even  more  the  natio 
lar  car  had  a  spare  tire,  rie  dis-  noticeable  than  dre  tires  on  the  help  us  o 
cussed  it  widi  wife,  aivl  they  grourKl,  he  just  overlook^  it.  Katriiui! 
agreed  ^t  maybe  he  needed  to  While  he  was  somewhat  help^  n 
caU  the  dealersrap  and  ask  drem  red-faced  about  the  whole  continue 
if  it  had  a  spare  tire  and  if  so  thing  it  is  even  more  amazing  Watch 
where  it  was.  He  did  not  call  how  much  help,  support,  ana  the  road 

how  many  spare  tires  are  you  trav 
around  aU  of  us  and  we  don't  their  spa 


Aequeststhe  -a 
Honor  of 
^  Your 

W  iftHeaven! 


You  Can  Restond 
Right  Now! 


share  the  foUouring  vratfer 
with  God  in  your  ou^  um^:  . , 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sitmed.) 


2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freeefem  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  dre  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  1  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  widi  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  manu  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  ri^  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  loho 
believe  in  his  name."  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


moment  to  moment  just  try¬ 
ing  to  trust  her  husband  not  to 
bnng  on  more  debt. 

"U's  just  been  a  big  mess.  It's 
been  seven  years,  and  1  really 
don't  dunk  I'm  any  better  off,^' 
she  said.  "...I'm  stul  paying  on 
everything  because  I  had  to 
mortgage  nw  home,  1  had  to 
pay  m  all  of  those  credit  cards, 
I've  got  five  and  six  and  seven 
years  left  on  bills. 


PIKEVILLE,  Ky.  (BP)  — 
Suzi  Flanagan  Wright's  hus¬ 
band  liked  to  gaim>le  every 
now  and  then  and,  early  on, 
she'd  gamble  with  him  and 
use  the  winnings  to  help^ay 
off  her  student  loan.  Tney 
regarded  it  as  no  big  deal; 
they  were  just  among  me  mil¬ 
lions  of  Americans  who  gam¬ 
ble  as  a  hobby. 

Then  things  chang^,  leaving 
Suzi  to  deal  wid\  raising  a  child 
while  her  husband  went  to 
prison  for  embezzlement.  She 
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First 
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orva  Chuixilf  Bu 

Clark 

601-750-2364  or 


visited'  a 


enough  moneyr  Efein  you. dare  p^chiat 
buy  any  lotteiy  tick^.'"»«  heavy  c 

^oon  after  ^  returned  front  him,  th^ 
the  280-mile-  round  trip,  gamblinj 
Wright's  husband  revealed  dret  "It  we 


60|-9|^;4149 


sibattention,  itfwasn' 


ambling  has  wroVKt 
age  on  her  family  that 
rrever  be  repaired,  Wright 
and  somenmes  she  lives 


think  all  it  can  do  is  hurfllople," 
Wright  said.  "...It  wUl  absolutely 
ruin  irrere  lives  than  it  will  help. 
I'm'  here  to  tell  you  that" 


RiteWav  Bus  Sales 


Ala.  church  sets  future  after  arson  attack 


yearold  white  frame  structure  ahead  aiKl  extrapolate  a  num- 
m  rural  Alabama.  ber  we  believe  we  will  have  in 

Wi^  the  ashes  and  debris  each  age  group.* 
from  its  sanctuary  and  educa-  Currently,  nearly  all  150 
tipiud  ^>aoe  cleared  olf  the  4te,  churdt  members  will  attend 
the  church's  long-rann  plaits  worship  at  some  point  durmg 
also  have  been  deared  tor  a  new  dte  month,  averaging  out  at 
beginning  after  it  was  among  about  90  in  attendaitce  fee  each 
nine  Alabama  churdies  hit  in  the  Sunday's  morning  service, 
spate  of  arsons  in  early  February.  The  itew  buil&tg  is  being 
Pastor  Jim  Parkin  said  a  planned  for  300,  and  the  coit- 
blank  slate  is  itot  necessarily  a  gregation  is  consider^  mov- 
bad  thiitg  for  the  church  site  a  mg  from  its  current  site  in  the 
quarter  mile  off  Midway  139  at  woods  to  a  more  visile  lot  on 
Brierfield.  In  feet,  i^  a  challenge  dw  highway,  Parker  said. 
churd\  nnennbers  are  getting  figure  duit  based  on  the 

more  exdted  about  all  the  time,  demographic  projections,  in 
"For  a  lot  of  the  folks  here,  dw  next  three  to  five  years, 
iosmg  dwir  church  building  is  we'll  double,"  he  said.  "We 
like  losing  an  old  firiend  or  trust  die  Lord  on  that.  We  have 
friend  of  the  femiW.  You  process  seen  a  lot  of  growdt  even  in 
it  like  you  do  (M^*  Pailcer  just  the  last  six  months,  and  we 
said,  "but  as  the  healing  process  oelieve  He  wants  us  to  grow." 
has  gone  otx,  the  people  are  get-  Before  the  fire,  the  congre- 
tii^  ready  to  move  Ifbrward  aiKl  gation  already  had  been 
there  are  so  maiw  options  on  weighing  the  decision  of 
where  to  go  from  here."  whether  to  relocate  or  add  on 


HIGHLAND  HEIGHTS,  Ky. 
(BP)  —  A  Northern  Kentucky 
Urwyeisity  (NKU)  professor  who 
instilled  the  deskuction  of  a 
schooi-approved,  pro-life  display 
was  placed  on  Ibm  April  1 7. 

NKU  President  Jim  Votruba 
anrwunced  the  action  April  18, 
saying  literature  professor  Sally 
lacolKen  had  been  removed 
from  her  classes  through  the 
erxl  of  the  semester.  Jacobsen 
already  had  decided  to  retire 
after  the  semester  to  close  27 
years  of  teaching  at  the  school. 

.  Jacobsen  reportedly  led 
about  10  students  April  12  in 
removing  and  throw^  in  the 
trash  400  crosses  that  made  up 
a  pro-life  display  titled  the 
Cemetery  of  the  Irmocents. 

Jacobsen  declined  to  say  if  she 
took  part  but  a  ohoto  in  the 
Internet  edition  of  the  school's 
newspaper  April  13  appeared  to 
show  hw  destroying  the  display's 
sign,  while  small,  white  crosses 
lay  on  the  ground  around  her, 
according  to  The  Rost 

Jacobi,  who  has  tenure. 
Will  not  lose  any  retirement 
berwfits,  Votruba  said,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  newspaper.  The  pun¬ 
ishment  "should  be  considered 
in  the  context"  of  Jacobsen's 
27-year  career,  he  said. 

The  irwestigatkm  into  the 
incident  is  contirtuing.  No 
peruilties  have  been  annourxied 
for  the  students  who  took  part 
in  the  vandalism. 

With  about  1 4,(XX)  students, 
NKU  is  located  in  Highlarxl 
Heights,  which  is  seven  miles 
soum  of  CirKinnati. 


TEMPORARY  HOME  —  Philip  Hubbard  (left)  gt 
Crodeer  as  the  crowd  trickles  out  of  the  mobile  chapel  o 
by  Ash^  Church  in  Brierfield,  Al..  The  church  lost  i^  saru 
education  space  in  the  spate  of  arsons  targeting  rural 
churches  in  early  February.  (BP  photo  by  Curry  Evwts) 
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Till  Rkorp 


Fairley  has 
lairiey'  served 

_  churdws  in 

_ Winona, 

Laurd,  Decatur  and  Fullon 
and  is  a  naduale  oH^^Oiam 
Carey  Culege  and  Southern 
SenuMiy. 


has  ca^  Tlinolhy  HiMaid 
as  minister  of  musk  and 
media.  Hubbard  previously 
served  at  CarterviDe  Church, 
rettia  rw  coom  wttn  ras  wiK 
Melame  and  diildrcn 
Meredith  and  Lee. 


West  Heights  Church, 
Pontotoc,  has. called  Rob 
Ray  as  minisler  of  students. 
Ray  and  his  wife  Christy 
come  fnmi  First  Church, 
WSaler  Valley. 


5.  Donna  and  Milton  Wheeler  are  pic¬ 
tured  here  in  front  of  the  Wllll» 
CaicT  College  alumni  house  which 
%vill  oe  dedicated  the  Donna  Wheeler 
.  Alumni'  House  in  ceremonies  to  be 
held  ^ril  29  on  die  Hattiesburg  cam¬ 
pus.  Tne  newly  cottshucted  baseball 


3.  The  commencement  speakers  for 
William  Carey  College's  four  gradu¬ 
ation  ceremoiues  have  been 
aimounced.  Anitie  Peters  Wimbish, 
Superintendent  of  dre  Hattiesburg 
PudHc  School  District;  Lee  Royce, 
president  of  Mississippi  CoU^;  and 
Glenn  East,  Superintendent  of  the 
Gulfport  School  District  will  qpeak  to 
dw  approximately  562  graduate  at 
four  different  cen _ 1 —  /_!!  T — 


1.  For  more  than  M 
years,  Johrmie 

•Arm^rong  h^  been 
an  influence  on  the 
campus  of  Blue 
Mountain 


College 

and  in  the  worid  of^HAMBH 
women's  adUetics. 

During  the  Natkmal  j 

Assoaation  of 

Intercollegiate  Armstrong 
Athletics'  anhunl  con¬ 
ference  hdd  in  Sw  Diego,  Johnnie 
Armstrong  was  recomuzed  for  her 
meritewious  service  arid  inducted  into 
the  NAlA's  Hall  of  Fame.  Nationally, 
she  served  on  die  NAIA  District 
Executive  board,  the  Mid-South 
Region  coordinating  committee,  and 
chaired  the  NAIA  and  Trans^uth 
Athktic  Directors  groups.  Armstrong 
has  been  named  the  District  24  Female 
Athletics  Administrator  of  the  Year,  the 
NAIA  Athletic  Administrator  of  the 
Year,  and  has  received  the  Pathfinder 
Award  and  the  Blue  Mountain 
Outstanding  Faculty  Member  Award. 
In  2003,  the  campus  fitness  center  was 
named  in  her  hoiH^. 


ceremonies.  All  four 
graduation  ceremonies  will  take  place 
m  the  Dumas  &fnith  Auditorium  on 
the  Hattiesburg  campus.  Wimbish 
"  will  speak  May  19  at  7  p.m.  to  gn^u- 
ates  receiving  business,  education, 
and  psycholc^  and  counseling  mas¬ 
ter  degrees.  Royce  will  speak  to  the 
undergraduates  in  the  School  of  Arts, 
Humanities  and  Sciences,  Cooper 
School  of  Missions  and  Biblical 
Studies,  the  Winters  School  of  Music, 
and  the  school  of  psychology  and 
counseling  Saturday,  K^y  20  at  9:30 
a.m.  and  the  undergraduates  in  the 
School  of  Business,  School  of 
Education  and  School  of  Nursing  at  1 
p.m.  East  will  speak  to  both  under¬ 
graduate  and  graduate  candidates 
mom  the  Gulfport  and  Keesler  Air 
Force  Base  campuses  at  4  p.m. 

4.  The  newly  constructed  Donnell  Hall, 
which  will  house  the  Center  for 
Study  of  the  Life  and  Work  of 
William  Carey,  will  be  dedicated 
wid\  an  official  ceremony  May  3  at  3 
p.m.  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus  of 
mlliam  Carey  College. 
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2.  Ginger  Elizabeth  de 
Toledo,  former  food 
service  and  hospitali¬ 
ty  coordinator  at  First 
Mptist  Church  of 
Hattiesburg,  is  the 
new  director  of  alum¬ 
ni  rriatkms  at  William 
Carey  College. 
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New  Sight  Church,  Brookhaven: 
Homecoming,  May  7;  Sunday  School, 
9:30  a.m.;  worship,  10:45  a.m.;  lunch  fol¬ 
lowing  service  arid  afternoon  singing; 
Johnny  Sykes,  speaker. 

Pheba  Church,  Pheba: 

Homecoming  May  21;  worship,  11 
a.m.,  followed  by  meal  and  fellow^p; 
Andre  Dobson,  speaker. 

Woodlawn  Churcl^  Vicksburg:  60th 
anniversary  and  revival,  Apr.  26  -  30; 
6:30  p.m.  nightly;  dinner  on  the 
grounds  Apr.  Jack  Moore,  Larry 
McEwen,  and  Gerald  Martin,  speakers; 
Bill  Britton,  music. 


Blackhawk  Church,  Coila: 
Homecoming  May  7,  10*30  a.m.,  and 
revival.  May  8  -  10, 7  p.m.  nightly;  Slaton 
Family,  music,  homecoming;  Dennis 
McKay,  speaker. 

Calvauy  Church,  Bogue  Chitto: 
Homecoming  May  7;  Sunoay  School,  10 
am.;  worship,  11  am.,  followed  by  lundc 
oemeteiy  fund  offering  taken  during  service; 
Emon  White,  speaker;  Trent  Bilbo,  pastor. 

Cedar  View  Church,  Olive  Branch: 
RevivaL  May  14  -  17;  Sunday,  8  and  11 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
meals,  Mon.  -  Wed.  at  6  pm.;  Phil  Glisson, 
speaker;  Sid  McNeil,  musk. 

Lake  Como  Church,  Bay  Sprint 
RevivaL  May  20  -24;  7  p.m.  ni^dy;  Ew 
RHey,  speaker;  Endless  Praise,  music; 
Kevm  Bishop,  pastor. 


XUNSQN 


Clue:  U^W 

Have  km  wkh  cryptognphy  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowiecke.  A 
King  lames  Vetsion  Bible  yerse  bis 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
triil  and  error.  Ansurer  to  list  weeki 
puzzle:  limes  One:Thirteen. 


Wheeler  Grove  Church,  Alcorn  Co.: 
RevivaL  Apr.  30  -  May  3;  I^nny  Lanier, 
speaker;  special  singine  nightly.  For 
information,  call  (662)  2^-2764. 


MSAudio  LLC 


flearina  is  Believin 


Design  A  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video.  A  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room.  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


TYooper  Hales  P.O.  Box  IS7S 
msaudio^llam.n'.com  .  Clinton.  MS  390^ 


Ph  601-923-9947 
Fax  60^-924^880 
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AtEA  MIS-  MT.  OUVf  tAPTIST  CHUtCN, 
STONS  IWOCIAM  is  now  receiving  CAttOU  COUNTY,  MISSISSirfI,  has 
resumes  for  llw  poeMon  of  aHocialional  a  need  for  a  part-time  choii/music 
missions  direclor.  Pleam  send  to  leader.  Please  send  resume  to  Rt.  1. 
CaorgQA>eane  area  eiHsions.  P.Oi  Box  Box  183,  Coila.  Miss.,  3B923  or  call 
93.  Luocdale.  MS  394S2.  Resumes  wit  (662)  455-3B92  aRer  6  pjet. 


PINAUV  APfOWMME  MALTN  HMIINIMUIANCEPOIINOIVIO- 
»BU«ANCE  for  tfie  seif  employed.  CaR  UOS  AND  CtOUK  —  Por  quotas 
(8001  S41-t196.  Nowided  fay  Mega  and  service  a^  tfta  sale,  coMact  The 
foeurertce.  www.chriHurTret  fos-cdim.  Employer  Services  Croup  UC,  (601) 
AFTOtOABU  BEACMSBE  YWCATION  991-0081  or  (877)  991-0081  eirt.  2. 


OAL.  2  nigle  weeltand  $160.  Four  ««ealc- 
ni^es  $250.  EfRciency  unA  (2  aduts  2 
kidd  good  tfwu  V2S,  (20S)  S56-0368  or 

(205)  554-5124. _ 

ntST  BAmST  CHURCH  OP 
HAVNB-VKU,  LOUKMNA  is'seek- 
ing  a  foil-time  sludeni  miniatar.  Duties 
would  inefode  some  children  activi¬ 
ties.  Send  resumes  to  First  Baptist 
Church  search  comnriiltae.  202lMain 

Street,  Haynesvilte,  LA  71038. _ 

BRANSON.  AMa^OURI  CONDO: 
street  level.  2  BR/2  tsath,  sleeps  6.  No 
smoking,  or  rto  pels,  conftfortable.  lan>- 
ily  errviroruT«er«L  Please  call  alter  4:30 
p.m.  weekdays,  (662)  746-6702. 
NORRIS  BOORRINOINC  COMPANY. 
INC.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church 
bullelins  arrd  hymrsals.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  (662)453-7424  or  fox  us  at 
(662)  455-6743 


SmDCD  CtASSs  Merkftan. 
Deiiia  fobrictaion.  repair.  Fax  iMutaalions 
to  1601)  483-7958  or  ^(8001  368-2705. 
CATUNBURC  CfTAWAY:  2  BR/2 
bath,  foil  kitchen.  Walking  distarKe 
to  parkway.  $65A>ita.  Call  for  infor¬ 
mation  at  (251)  666-2175,  cell 
phone  (251)  689-9982  or 


CAREY  CHAPa  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
iocatad  in  Marshall  county.  Miss.,  is 
seeking  a  bi-vocational  mirwsler  of  youth 
and  a  church  pianist  for  Surwiay  arwl 
Wednesday  Services.  Please  direct 
inquiries  search  team  chairman.  170 
Carey  Chapel  Road.  Red  Banks.  MS 
38661.  Our  church  office  number  is 


ORRSIIAN  LONG  OIS1ANCE,  3.9cenls 
interstate.  4.9  ceres  in  stale.  No  motehly 
service  charge.  CaN  (866)  587-8346  or 


STAINED  GUtaMkORKSs  MC.  scrvir« 
MS  A  AL  since  1992.  CaB  (8001 6Q5-297a 
DOCOUNT  8APTKTRHS  R  STEEPIES. 
Baptistry  rrxirals.  heaters,  lighting,  seal¬ 
ing.  waM  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kringl- 
glas.  carpel,  signs.  Church  Supply 
Company  of  Texas,  (800)  728-8291. 
YOUTH  —  FA  ASSOCMTE  YOUTH 
PASTOR,  (with  additional  resportsibiti- 
ties  such  as  education).  Coreemporary/ 
TraditiorMi  Worship  in  West  St.  Louis 
Courey.  MO.  Serel  resume  to  Ttauth 
Search  Committee,  Ballwin  Baptist 
Church.  15101  Martchester.  Road. 
Ballwin.  MO  63011-4629,  email 


MEDICARE  SUPPUMPtTi  Relax...iet  us 
search  several  companies  so  we  may  IkkI 
foe  right  plan  arxl  premium  foe  your  Kxli- 
vxfoal  neadk.  EJ.  Hu8on  Insurance  — 
wectathefolTbll(tee(B77)  232-0686. 
DISARRJTY  MEDICARE  SUPPIEMD4T: 
We  offer  several  low  coat  plans  to 
chooae  Ifom.  E.  F.  Hutton  InsurarKe. 
Call  tolllree  today  (877)  232-0686. 
HEAUH  foBURANCElOO  EXPENSWe 
Affordable  coverage  for  fodMduals  or 
fonfoes.  Cal  lol  bee  today  (877)  232- 
0686.  EJ.  HuBon  tnaumnoa^  weean  hefo! 
HOPPER  CLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
citurch  wmdows.  reworking  arxl  repair. 


SBRDt^  SRN^a  IMtXSON.  CHRSnAN 
OWNHX  AM  home  imprevemenfe,  vmyl 
sxfing  wwxkMws.  metal  arxl  shxtgle  xxfo. 
paio  covers,  screen  arxl  glass  rooms.  (601) 
992-2092,  Don  6  Rita  Schrery  owrrers. 
SMAU  CHURCH  IN  EAST  CENTRAL. 
MS  Nro>  TYtfDITY.  12*  PEWS  AND 
TYTO.  10*  PEWS,  USED,  reasonably 
priced  (bar  can  be  retirrished.  CaN  (662)- 
289-7070  or  (662)  674-5637. 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstary,  Quitman, 

Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617. _ 

PARKVIEW  BAPTIST'  CHURCH, 
ALEXANDRIA.  LOUISIANA,  seeks 
full-tirrre  ministry  of  education.  Serxl 
resurrre  to  fWkview  Baptrsi  Church, 
nfrirrister  of  education  search  corrxnil- 
tee.  2101  MacArthur  Drive. 
Alexarrdria.  LA  71301. 


EASTSMDE  BAPRST  CHURCH,  PEARL,  TWIN  LARB  BAPTIST  CHURCH  foi 
MBS,  Needed  during  Sunday  morning,  MADOON  seeking  a  part-time  ministar 
Sunday  nigN  and  MRdnaaday  night  ser-  of  Students.  Send  resumes  to 
vices.  Fax  reaume  to  (601)  939-2844.  'SmWi.  673  Lake  Cavakar  Rd.,  Madbon. 

'  MS  391 10  or  call  (601)  856-2305. 
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t:'r  S^O  per  f)ers;''n  for  BBQ  ood  r  on  cert 


B B Q  Co o k  o u t  d d  d  0 0  p rn 


Iviott  Bloqtj  Bond  ’u  'noert 


THiBAnBT 


The  »p«wr(»  Paul  expmaaed  oordidorroe  in  Ixs  Lord  whan  he  dactarad. 
*Aix)  my  (Sod  aha!  auppty  al  your  naeda  according  to  HR  richaa  in  gfory  in 
Chrtal  Jeaus*  (PhB()prana  4:19).  Thtawal  (mown  vemahighightafoafocua  of 
foe  Mfoataarppi  Bapkat  Fourrdation's  *>ctxTla(Titxp  Miniaky. 


Ota  to  (he  ganeroatly  of  irtany  faifofol  ChTtakan  stawarda.  foa 
Fourxlalton  has  Mia  privilaga  of  providirtg  rtaada-baaad  suppiamantal 
lirtanctal  assiatartoa  to  Mtsaisatppt  studanls  who  am  pumuing  a  dagma 
at  a  Misaiasippt  Bapkat  oolaga  or  a  SouMtam.  Ba|)tist  aamfoary.  Moat 
of  lhaaa  artdowad  achotarehtp  accounts  oRar  apacMfo  aigRdRy  guida 
Knaa  for  awardirrg  a  achotarship  gmnt  Factors  auch  as  MaU  of  study, 
insktution  altatxlsd,  arxl  achotarehip  arrrount  oRan  am  fodudad  as 
skfMJtatad  erkaria  for  mvard  oonaidarakon. 


For  mom  inforrrtakon  about  Mia  Miaataatppt  Bapkat  Fountlakon 
*7rhotanhi(i  MkiMiy,  ptaaaa  rontaft  our  oRloa  al  Poal  ORloa  Boa 
S80.  Jockaen.  MS  SBROS,  tataphoria  aa  at  (RBI)  EBR-Sm,  or  (RBRI 
748-1881.  or  vtaR  our  wabaRa,  eNMMiibcb.orglagaiiclaoltotal.  A 
complatad  appMcakon  nxjsl  ba  rooahad  in  Mw  MBF  oMoa  by  AprM  30. 


Blackaby  takes  Prayer  Day  role 


WASHINGTON  (BP) — As  the  hon- 
onury  chairman  of  this  year's  National 
Dav  of  Prayec  Heruy  Blackaby  wiU 
address  hurviieds  of  govenunent  offi¬ 
cials  Mid  other  dignitaries  on  May  4 
Not  surprismsly,  the  rK>led 
Southern  Baptist  (&ciDleshiD^8ader 


Pole  in  Alaska;  as  elsewhere,  peoM 
at  each  kxale  will  mtercede  for  m 


at  each  kKaJe  will  mtercede  for  Bi 
nation  and  its  leaders,  Dobson  said 


oiB  year;  DiacKaoy  nas  oeen  snowmi 
a  DVD  spotlighting  the  Nationa 
Dav  of  Praver  and  oranmliiw  Iwi 


IIV1IV1EDIATE  JOB  OPEIMIIMG 


Apul  1-15, 


•1 


GIFTS  OF  HONOR 
AND  MEMORY 


Explore  the  Bible 

Find  Hope  in  God's  Greatness 
Isaiah  44:16-22;  46:1-5,  8-9 


Who  is  there  like  our  God? 
None  can  compare,  althoueh 
many  have  tried  to  usurp  Hb 

f>lace.  This  week's  lesson  in 
saiah  44  focuses  on  the  folly 
of  false  worship  or  idolatry. 
No  other  being  or  object  can 
be  compared  to  the  living 
Cod.  We  must  refuse  to  wor- 
^p  any  being  or  object  that 
tempts  us  to  substitute  for  our 
Lora.  He  alcme  is  great  and 
wordty  to  be  praisecT 

Many  adults  pay  lip  service 
to  die  Lord  while  allowing  var-‘ 
ious  odier  tilings  to  take  priori¬ 
ty  in  tiieir  lives.  Such  pruirities 
may  include  entertainment, 
work,  prized  possessions,  or 
even  tiie  pursuit  of  knowledge. 
While  many  of  these  things  are 
not  wrortt  in  themselves,  they 
become  idols  when  we  wor¬ 
ship  them  or  give  them  the  pri- 


tivity  by  Cyrus  II,  the 
son  of  Cambyses  I. 
King  Cyrus  had  been 
especially  kind 
toward  the  Jews  and 
open  to  the  Lord's 
leadi^  as  recorded 
*in  2  Ciuonicles  36:22, 
"The  Lord  stirred  up 
the  spirit  of  Cyrus 
God  wants  prople  to  Oendinning  i^ing  of  Persia." 
recogni^  that  He  alone  Dumw  his  reign  from 

is  tile  living  Lord  who  created  538-529  BC,  Lyrus  overcame 
them  and  only  He  can  meet  the  Babylon  armies  and  gave 
their  deepMt  needs.  Adults  the  captive  Jews  permission  to 
must  wor^p  Him  alone.  return  to  Jerusalem  and  rebuild 

Idol  wor^p  takes  many  the  temple.  He  also  suggested 
forms  and  has  been  a  problem  that  anyone  not  able  m  help 
for  humans  from  the  Old  with  the  physical  task  of 
Testament  days  until  now.  rebuilding  me  temple  should 


tneir  aeepMt  needs.  Adults 
must  wor^p  Him  alone. 

Idol  wor^p  takes  many 
forms  and  has  been  a  problem 
for  humans  from  the  Old 
Testament  days  until  now. 
Isaiah  was  an  eighth  century 
BC  prophet  who  alerted  God's 
children  to  their  shortcomings, 
including  idol  worship,  and  ne 


rebuilding  die  temple  should 
assist  by  selling  tiieir  personal 
possessions  to  mlp  pay  down 
me  debt  of  the  building  fund. 

Through  both  men,  God 


prophesied  about  God's  judg-  attempted  to  rid  His  children  of 
ments  and  mercies  to  come,  their  idols.  First,  Isaiah  prrahe- 
This  was  precisely  evident  sied  against  the  practice  ofidol 


when  Isaiah' wrote  of  a  future  worship,  and  then  Cyrus 
Persian  king  named  Cyrus  who  advised  that  the  people  sell 
would  permit  the  exilra  Jewish  their  precious  belongings, 
naticxi  to  return  to  Jerusalem.  including  the  troublesome 
In  sixth  century  BC,  some  man-made  idols  that  tiiey  had 
150  years  later,  Israel  was  become  fond  of  during  tiieir 
relea^  from  Babylonian  cap-  Babylcmian  exile. 


worship,  and 
advised  that  tli 
their  precious 
including  the 


There  is  a  sharp  contrast 
between  the  worship  of  God 
and  idol  worship:  Idol  wor¬ 
ship  blinds  and  burdens,  but 
worship  of  God  blesses  and 
bears  up. 

By  tollowing  Babylonian 
worship  practices,  thepeirole  of 
Israel  bad  become  spirimally 
blind.  They  were  unable  to  dis¬ 
cern  tile  true  identity  the 
only  living  God.  As  Isaiah 
wrote  of  ^ir  idols  in  44:18 
"They  know  nothing,  they 
understand  nothing;  th^  eyes 
are  plastered  over  so  they  can¬ 
not  see,  and  tiieir  minds  closed 
so'  they  cannot'  un<Jerstand." 
How  1^  their  idob  the  wor¬ 
shipers  became,  unable  to  see 
or  understand. 

God  reminds  His  children 
tiiat  He  had  forgiven  their  sins 
and  that  tiiey  were  His  servants 
in  Isaiah  44:21-22.  He  spoke  of 
redemption  and  blessing,  gifts 
that  He  still  offei:s  today  to 
repentant  hearts.  Worshiping 
God  as  the  one  and  mly  true 
God  leads  believers  to  receive 
wondrous  blessings  from  Him. 

God  is  alive  and  able  to 
move  as  He  pleases.  The 
Israelites  were  terribly  bur¬ 


dened  by  their  heavy,  lifeless 
idob.  They  had  to  load  them 
on  their  backs  and  beaste  in 
order  to  lug  them  back  home 
to  Jerusalem.  As  Isaiah  wrote 
in  46:1-2:  "Bel  bows  down, 
Nebo  stoops  low...  they  are  a 
burden  for  the  weary."  Bel,  or 
Baal,  was  the  chief  Babylonian 
god,  and  Nebo  was  hb  son, 
also  worshiped  as  a  savior 
god.  Worshipers  were  expect¬ 
ed  to  pay  homage  to  the  idob 
several  times  throughout  the 
day  and  evening. 

For  the  true  heliever,  wor¬ 
ship  of  God  always  bears  up 
when  life  gete  overwhelming. 
Only  God  can  carry  us  throu^ 
when  times  get  tough.  He 
hears  us  even  before  we  cry 
out  to  Hiiiir  He  knows  us  and 
cares  about  us  during  every 
mom«it  of  our  lives.  He  alone 
can  hold  us  together  when  we 
are  coming  apart. 

God  b  great  and  wortiiy  to 
be  praised.  Let  us  come  before 
Him  with  our  worship.  Let  us 
have  no  other  gods  before  us, 
for  He  b  the  one  true  God. 

Clendinning  is  a  member  of 
First  Church,  Brandon. 


Family  Bible  Study 

You  Have  the  Power 

Acts  2:1-4,  22-24,  32-33,  36-41 


Dcdmon 


As  a  young  person  growing  rushing  wine 
up  in  Vicksbuig  Mississippi,  1  came  from 
became  interested  in  medianical  Tongues  like 
tilings,  especially  Volkswagens.  appea^  and 
My  first  car  was  a  1966  to  disciples. 
Volkswagen  beetle.  It  had  a  40  filled  them  anc 
horsepower  engine.  As  I  learned  tiie  power  to  s 
to  repair  the  mechanical  prob-  lang^ges.  (H< 


were  in  was  filled  with 
the  sound  of  a  violent, 
rushing  wind  which 
came  from  heaven. 
Tongues  like  flames  of  fire 
appeared  and  rested  on  each  Oi 
TO  disciples.  The  Holy  Spirit 
filled  them  and  th^  were  mven 
tiie  power  to  troak  in  difmtent 
lang^ges.  (HCSB,  v.  1-4)  The 


Dcdmon 

fire  Th( 


lems  of  my  car,  1  also  beoune  disciples  needed  thb  power 


interested  in  how  1  could 
inmrove  the  horse  mwer.  Even 
today,  many  peoplehuy  a  car  or 
truck  based  on  how  much  power 
the  engine  produces.  Power  b 
very  irnportant  in  a  truck  or  car 
and  it  b  abo  very  important  in 
the  life  of  a  Oirboart 

In  Acb  2:1-4  we  find  the  dis- 


because  they  were  surrounded 
by  devout  Jews  form  every 
nation  and  thi^  spoke  many  dif¬ 
ferent  langua^.  (v.  5)  Just 
when  tiic^  needed  tiw  power  to 
axnmunicate  the  gospel  mes- 
sam,  tiiey  received  it.  That  b 
what  the  Holy  ^irit  does  for  all 
witnesses.  The  Holy  Spirit  lives 


dples  all  together  in  one  place  in  and  empowers  the  believer  to 
waiting  for  the  promise  of  be  witnesses  for  Oirbt. 
power  that  Jesus  had  made  There  are  two  major  issues 
TOm.  Suddeitiy  the  house  tiiey  we  must  face  a  Oirbtians.  We 


must  realize  tiiat  the 
Spirit  of  God  can  and 
vdll  give  us  the  power 
we  iwed  to  be  an  effec¬ 
tive  witness.  The  dbd- 

Ples,  on  the  Day  of 
entecost,  experioiced 
tiib  power  in  a  most 
unusual  way.  As  tiie 
crowd  gatiiered,  they 
could  not  believe  what 
"®"  they  were  hearing. 
These  simple  men  of  Galilee 
were  ^leaking  to  them  in  tiieir 
own  languam.  Those  present 
were  astonbned  and  amazed  at 
what  tiiey  were  expmendng. 
As  a  meniber  of  a  FAITH  team,  1 
am  astonished  every  week  at 
how  the  Holy  Spirit  wmrks.  It  b 
not  tiie  worw  we  say,  it  b  the  > 
con victiem  of  tiie  Holy  Spirit  in  a 
persori's  life  that  brii^  tiiem  to 
salvation.  Thb  leads  directly 
into  the  second  issue  we  must 
face  as  Qirbtians.  Not  (xily  do 
we  need  to  realize  that  the  »irit 
will  empower  us,  we  need  to 
resolve  to  be  used  by  the  Holy 
Spirit.  As  a  believer  we  are  com¬ 
manded  and  commissioned  to 
GO!  It  b  up  to  us  to  obey. 


Not  only  does  the  Holy  Spirit 
en^iower  us,  the  Holy  Spirit 
abo  uses  the  messatt  we  are 
proclaiming,  (v.  22^)  Peter 
stood  before  tiie  crowd  and  pro¬ 
claimed  the  death  and  resurrec¬ 
tion  of  Jesus  as  the  centerpiece 
of  tile  gospel  message.  In  verse 
36,  Peter  testified  to  TO  onlook¬ 
ers  that  the  man  they  had  cruci¬ 
fied  a  few  weeks  earlier,  by  the 
very  plan  of  God,  and  by  tiie 
hand  of  God  was  made  both 
Lord  and  Messiah.  Jesus  was  the 
promised  Messiah  that  tiiey  had 
been  waiting  for,  and  Hb  resur¬ 
rection  proved  He  was  the 
Messiah.  We  must  depend  on 
tiie  Holy  Spirit  to  do  me  work 
Gcd  has  given  Him  to  do.  He 
takes  tile  message  of  the  gospel 
and  inteiprete  u  to  a  person's 
heart  wh^  resulb  in  mat  per- 
sem^ving  tiieir  life  to  Christ. 

The  response  to  the  message 
that  Peter  was  preadiing  b  seen 
in  verses  37-^.  Many  in  the 
crowd  were  "pierced  to  the 
heart.  "(HCSB,  v.  j7)  Thb  piercing 
of  the  heart  caused  tiiem  to  ask, 
"Brothers,  what  must  we  do?" 
(HCSB,  V.  37)  Peter  reqxxided  by 


telling  them  to  repent  and  be 
b^?ti^  in  the  name  of  Jesus  the 
MessiaK  (v.  38)  The  woik  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  always  brings  us  to  a 
reqxmse.  The  disciples  re^xxid- 
ed  to  tiie  empowering  of  the 
Spirit  by  gmng  about  tiie  dty  arid 
meadiTO  the  message  of  Jesus 
Christ  xme  3fi00  people  that 
day  responded  to  the  gospel  by 
accepting  the  preached  mess^ 
of  Ovation  mrough  tiie  life, 
death,  and  resurrection  of  Jesus. 
Throu^  that  salvatkxi  experi¬ 
ence,  mey  abo  received  die  gift  of 
the  Holy  ^irit  They  reoeivra  the 
power  of  Gcxl  tiiat  not  only 
brought  them  to  salvation,  but 
the  power  of  Gcxl  that  enabled 
them  to  tell  someone  ebe.  No 
matter  where  we  start  out,  if  we 
claim  to  be  bdievers,  saved  by 
the  message  erf  Jesus  Christ,  we 
end  up  at  die  same  place.  We 
have  a  message  and  we  have  die 
power  diat  enihles  us  to  tdl  the 
message.  Why  aren't  all 
Chrbtuns  enthusiastically  and 
consistently  sharing  die  message? 


Dedmonisn 
at  First  Church, 


is  minister  <^i 
\rch,  Grenaaa. 


education 


\ 

Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Bapliit  Record  b  pleased  to  publish 
news  ancl  photographs  of  special  evenb 
that  take  place  in  ccxiperating  churches 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Cornfention. 

News  subrnMed  tor  publication  in  Ihe 
BaplistRKordniuitbeeilher(a)typewril- 
len,  nailly  prinled  on  8  \/2  by  11-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neirily  printed  on  standardbed 
tonns  pRwidad  fay  the  neuapapar.  All  aiti- 
da  rnust  btiaoaMed  in  writing:  no  artidas 
will  be  accepted  ouer  the  tdcfrine. 

News  may  be  submitted  eledfonicaily 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  corv 
takied  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 


Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  whe,  wRet,  wlien^  where  detaib  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  may  be  cokx  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 


are  not  reprodudble.  DWlal  photos  may 
be  used  IT  subrnMed  as  a  file  via 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three  arid  a  half  inch 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 
clear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted. 

All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 


photographs  ivill  be  printed.  News  items 
anrVor  photographs  can  be  published 
one  lime  only.  Deadline  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publiodon  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date  sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  sen-addressed, 
stamped  envelope. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jeckson, 
^  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  biptistr6cofd#nfibcb.oiY. 


V 


Tennessee  Baptist  vols  turn  out  for  baptism  campaign 


COOKEVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  More 
than  700  volunteers  from  a  sirtgle  Baptist 
association  knocked  on  nearly  7,000^ 
debts  to  share  the  Gospel  in  a  Tennessee 


Bobby  Welch  believes  it  was  a  key  event 
in  the  grander  scheme  of  accomplishing 
the  go^  set  fortti  in  the  Everyoiw  Can 
KiMdom  Challen^!  for  evangelism. 

Crossover  Cookeville  was  modeled 
after  dw  evangelism  event  that  has  for 
vears  precedea  the  SBC  armual  meeting, 
out  Welch  said  it  went  a  step  further  by 
tyiM  into  the  associatimial  oaptism  ral- 
bes  TW  challenged  each  Baptist  associa¬ 
tion  to  conduct. 

"1  think  Cookeville  —  as  well  as  what 
we're  seeing  happening  now  with  asso- 
ciational  baptism  rabies  across  the  coun¬ 
try  but  overwhelmingly  in  North 
Carolina  —  is  giving  dear  indication 
that  our  people  are  b^iiming  to  see  the 
value  and  rediscover  tm  spiritual  syner¬ 
gy  of  uniting  in  their  conunon  eBort  for 
evangelism,^  Welch  told  Baptist  Press. 

Aner  a  day  of  knocking  on 
Cookeville  doors  in  inclement  weigher, 
volunteers  from  die  Stone  Association 
returned  to  dieir  churches  the  fbUowing 
morning  to  share  die  excitement  with 
their  congregations.  Then  800  of  them 
packed  tm  auditorium  of  First  Church 
m  Cookeville  on  Sunday  ni^t  to  cele¬ 
brate  the  results  of  their  edorts. 

Most  of  the  service  was  televised  in  the 
dty,  and  about  20  people  made  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith  and  odiers  made  some  sort 
of  aniritual  decision  during  the  service. 

'It  was  ready  sometning.  We  had 
hundreds  of  people  who  got  down  on 
dieir  knees  and  committed  themselves 
to  go  out  and  try  to  share  die  Go^>el 
wim  odier  people,"  Welch  said. 


Volunteers  from  the  Slone  Association  prayed  with  a  couple  oidskJe  their  home  in 
Cookeville,  Tn.,  during  a  Crossover  event  on  April  8.  Bol^  Welch,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  said  the  evan^ism  effort  is  a  model  tor  accomplish¬ 
ing  the  goal  of  the  "Everyone  Can"  Kingoom'  Challenge.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of 
Connie  Davis  Bushey/Baptist  and  Reflector) , 


to  see  one  miUion  baptisms  widiin  die 
convention  between  Oct.  1,  2005,  and 
S^t.  30,  2006  —  the  Everyeme  Can 
Kingdom  ChaUenTC!  for  evangelism. 
Then  he  urged  local  Baptist  asso^tions 


len  he  urged  loca 

to  join  toeemer  to  do  dieir  part  in  reach¬ 
ing  people  for  Christ  by  hmding  at  least 
two  aseociaticicial  baptism  rabies. 

"I'm  seeing  this  almost  every  night  in 
Nordi  Carolina,"  Welch  said,  clrav^g  a 
parallel  to  die  Cookeville  raby  and  sim¬ 
ilar  gadierings  he  has  been  attending  in 
die  Irad-up  to  die  SBC  annual  meeting 
in  Greensboro,  N.C.,  June  13-14. 

In  an  interview  with  Baptist  Press 
regarding  the  Cookeville  initiative, 
Welch  recalled  his  words  during  his 
first  news  conference  after  being  elect¬ 
ed  president  of  the  convention  m  2004 
as  web  as  a  crucial  message  he  had 
painted  on  the  bus  used  for  his  50-state 
tour  diat  year. 


do  dieir  I 


:  in  reach- 


witn  ottier  people,  weicn  saia. 

The  event  drew  more  Baptists  dian 
any  assodational  event  in  to  last  28 
years,  said  Frank  Hkkman,  die  assexia- 
tion's  director  of  missions.  It  also  drew 
members  of  a  majority  of  die  association's 
41  churches,  which  include  a  Hiqxmic 
and  a  Chinese  misnon  congregation. 

At  last  year's  SBC  annual  meeting  in 
'Nashville,  Welch  launched  an  initianve 


"If  you'b  remember  ab  die  way  back 
to  Indianapolis,  in  diat  press  conrerence 
I  said  die  fabure  erf  die  cemvention  is  its 
inabbity  to  create  unity  of  purpose  duit 
in  turn  generates  spiritual  synergy  for 
die  sake  of  evangelism,"  he  said.^And 
remember  it  saiclon  the  side  of  the  bus, 
'Do  ab  you  can  widi  ab  you  have  where 
you  are  now.'  WriL  diat  is  evorybcxly 
getting  on  the  same  page  and  doing 
what  they  can  in  their  Jerusalem  and 
then  putting  it  togedier.  I  thiiik  what 
we're  seeing  now  is  diey  are  getting  this. 
They  are  beginning  to  rocus.^ 

Welch  made  clear  that  people 
throughout  the  convention  mostly 
understocxl  die  concept  of  doing  ab  they 
can  widi  ab  diey  have,  but  now  they're 
putting  it  into  practice  at  a  grrater  rate. 

He  pointed  to  North  Carolina,  where 
about  of  the  state's  80  assexiations 
have  made  commitments  to  be  part  of 


So.  Baptist  baptisms  head  down  again  after  upswing  in  2004 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  Recently 
compUed  statistics  for  die  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  show  that  baptisms,  wnich 
rebounded  in  2004  after  a  four-year  decline, 
slumped  again  in  2005,  according  to 
Lifel^y  Chmtian  Resources  President  and 
CEO  Thom  S.  Rauier. 

According  to  the  Annual  Church  Profile 
(AC^,  information  gadiered  by  LifeWay 
Christian  Resources  erf  the  Soudim  Baptist 
Convention,  baptisms  last  year  drotroed 
from  387,947  to  371,8^,  or  down  4.15%. 

"Southern  Bimtists  shcxild  view  dus  rnxxt 
as  a  waketro  call,*  Rainer  said,  noting  that  die 


myers  and  rescxuoes  on  reaching  peofrfe  for 
Qiim.  B^itism  is  die  outward  act  of  obedi- 
enoe  that  pictures  Gcxl's  work  of  redenmtion 
in  a  beli^er's  life,  and  so  for  Soumem 
Baptists  the  ACP  figures  indicate  we  are  fal- 
tei^  in  our  efforts  to  reach  a  lost  worid." 

There  was  nowdi  in  some  areas,  howev¬ 
er.  The  ACP  snowed  a  net  increase  of  234 
(hurdles  established  in  2005  for  a  total  of 
43,699,  up  from  43,465  in  2004.* 

Total  membership  increased  sUghdy  to 
reach  16,270315,  ana  total  receipts  and  mis¬ 
sions  expenditures  were  up. 

Other  key  areas  that  saw  decreased 
enrollment  were  Sunday  Schcxil  (8368,780, 


down  137,660),  men  and  boys  mission  educa¬ 
tion  (388364,  down  34,943)  and  WMU  enrob- 
ment  (804,983,  down  162348). 

The  totals  for  several  categexies  were  impacted 
by  the  fact  that  33  asscxhitkxis  in  Texas  did  not  ask 
all  (rf  the  2005  ACP  questions.  This  innfiacted  cUsd- 
plesl^  training,  musk  ministiy,  WMU, 
men/boys  mission  educatidib'tolal  gifts,  and  die 


Rainer  alw  pointed  exit  that  the  impact  of  die 
hurricanes  on  to  Gulf  Coast  in  2005  b  not  fully 
known.  While  the  state  ccxiventions  involved 
made  efforts  to  minimize  the  impact  on  reporting 
and  statistics,  three  of  die  state  conventions  in  the 
affected  area  —  Florida,  Missiaaippi,  and  the 
Baptist  General  Convention  of  Texas  —  reported 
a  KMS  in  total  membership,  while  two  — 
Alabama  and  Louisiana  —  reported  slight  nine. 

Total  offetingreoe^  were  up  $550347,^  to 
more  than  $10.^  blluon,  Rainer  reported.  Total 
mission  emenditures  increased  Rakier 

pointed  out  bringii^  rece^  to  $133  bUUon. 

"Last  year  was  a  difficult  year  for  Southern 
Baptists  and  the  communities  where  diey  minis- 
tei;"  Rainer  said.  "While  natural  disasters  domi¬ 
nated  die  headlines,  relief  and  rriniikUng  efforts 
in  the  Gulf  Coast  a^  Southeast  Asia  captivated 
the  hearts  of  our  churches.  Southern  teptists 
have  been  blessed  with  bountiful  resources  and 
in  2(X)5  we  saw  die  church  reigxxid  in  unprece¬ 
dented  ways  both  home  and  amoad." 


die  unified  efiort  to  witness  to,  win  and 
baptize  one  nUbion  people. 

'"That's  phenomenal.  That's  one 
state,"  he  said,  "and  diis  cbdn't  come 
down  as  some  edict  from  on  high  —  this 
came  from  a  grassroots  convicticxi  of 
pastors  and  people  ii\  these  associaticxis 
mat  we  wib  do  better  if  we  rise  togedier, 
and  diey  are!  That's  exhilarating  to  me." 

Ccxrfcevibe,  Welch  said,  is  ^'a  fresh 
new  dynamic  to  the  whole  idea  of  uni¬ 
fying  as  an  asscxiaticxi  in  baptism  ral¬ 
lies.  Ccxikevibe  was  a  Crossover  effort 
by  an  association.  That  adds  a  whole 
odier  component.  *  •  ,, 

"Here  what  we  probably  have  in  front  1 1 ' 
of  us  now  are  the  pieces  to  die  nexlroart 
of  diis  puzzle  to  r«Kh  diese  mibion  bap¬ 
tisms,  "m  said.  "That  is,  I  right  now  fuby 
expect  diat  there  wib  be  assexiations  who 
wul  now  go  out  on  Saturday  and  do  their 
own  Crossover  in  their  own  association,  | 
go  on  Sunday  and  teb  the  story  and  then 
some  of  diem  Sunday  night  wib  meet  at 
a  publk  »ot  and  have  an  outdcxir  bap¬ 
tism  raby.  I  fuby  expect  diat  to  happen." 

What  happened  in  Ccxikevibe  could 
easUy  happen  in  Wyoming  or  Texas  or 
Calitomia,  V^lch  said,  and  the  folks 
diere  have  helped  cast  a  vision  for 
churches  across  the  nation  to  combine  a 
IcxuU  Crossover  effort  with  a  baptism 
raby  to  create  more  synergy  in  die  effort 
to  reach  people  for  Qirist. 

"This  IS  so  exciting,"  he  said.  "We  are 
now  seeing  fiesh  ana  new  asscxiational 
life  as  it  was  always  meant  to  be  amot^ 
the  churches  of  a  community.  This  is 
bringing  back  a  unity  (rf  purpose,  and  the 
unity  oT purpose  is  brinmng  back  a  unity 
(rf  excitement  and  the  th^  re  being  a  crit¬ 
ical  p^  erf  a  larger  whole.  That's  snxind- 
breaking  in  some  of  these  assodancxis." 

If  every  asscxnaticxi  in  every  state 
makes  the  same  commitment  diat  Nordi 
Carolina  has,  Welch  said,  and  if  they  fol¬ 
low  through  with  associational 
Crossovers  and  asscxhitional  baptism 
rabies,  the  opportunities  for  expanding 
the  Kii^dom  of  God  are  limitless. 

"This  has  the  possibUity  of  becoming 
an  absolute  national  blaze  for  revival,^ 
he  said.  "It  really  is  starting  to  happen." 


